Middle School Opening September 2013
By Christine Chan

27/8/2013

The 2013-2014 school year will start in a few more days. It will be a memorable day as our Middle School
students enter into a new school that you all strived to work for in the last few years. Last night, we turned on
the outside lights at the Middle School campus. What a beautiful sight! The moment the lights came on, it
reminded me of the brighter future of a middle school education that we promised to our elementary school
graduates!

Three days ago, three truckloads came all the way from Hebei to Feng Village to deliver the school and
dormitory furnishings. Thanks to Juliana's friend, Mr. Fan, of a Beijing International Transportation Company,
who sent three trucks to haul the furnishings at no cost. The villagers, the upper grade students, some of the
teachers (some are away from the school attending seminars) hauled the furnishings up the stairs to the
respective locations on that hot day! We owe them a debt of gratitude for the hard sweaty labor! The
Furniture Company boss and his wife and his helpers came separately to visit our school when the furnishings
were delivered. He donated extra furniture to our school. The 21st Century International School donated 30
used but still very serviceable computers to our school when we visited them in Beijing. (the international
school will be using new computer cum monitor setups) Our Great God is really watching over our school!

The last three days were spent assembling the furnishings and it is still not all finished yet. Our granddaughters
who are visiting us from Germany for two and half weeks, spent hours putting in wooden pegs and nuts for

the library bookshelves. We also hauled in the beds and mattressed and chairs etc. that New World Hotel
donated to us several years ago that were put in storage at a rented village house. Much work still need to be
done before our middle school is fully functional. The chalk boards are not up, the projectors, the internet
connections, the beddings etc etc etc still not up to make the middle school classroom or dorm room really
usable. Please pray for a smooth transition so our teachers can teach in the new environment!

Thanks to Touching Lives Overseas, the first floor of the elementary school is being remodeled so the
kindergarten will be located there. The conference room, the school teachers office, the elementary school
office, the adults restrooms and the children's restrooms and the kindergarten classrooms will have the
remodeling finished in the next couple of days. The remodeling of medical-dental clinic, the new railings are
pretty much finished. Thanks to TLO for financing the remodeling.

In the last three days, village chief, county secretary, some other government people came with their children in
toe with requests to have their children or relatives to attend our school. Many because the children do not live
in our areas where we have taken the obligation to take them in regardless, had taken the entrance exams two
months ago and did not do well in the tests and | have given them another opportunity to review and study
harder in the summer months and retake the exams. They did just as poorly or maybe even worse. | had to

refuse to take them in and may have offended them in the process.

Please pray for their understanding!

I shall be going this afternoon to Changzhi to welcome a young lady from San Diego who will be coming to visit
Bo Ai! God has been good and is good to Bo Ai! Thanks all for your labor on behalf of BoA..

(Mrs Christine Chan is the founder of Bo Ai School)
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http://lwww.youtube.com/watch?v=2rID0kYUhLc




We would appreciate your help in sounding out and

donating to the needs for furnishings for our Middle School

Enquiry: Benjamin Chang (ben@winstonchu.com)




Bo Ai School creating a baby boom

During the Easter Mission Trip to the Bo Ai School in
March 2013, other than the contingent of about 60
volunteers from Hong Kong, there were about 8 vol-
unteers from Beijing led by Juliana Wang, one of the
directors of Bo Ai Foundation (“BAF”’) based in Bei-
jing. While all the volunteers were busy helping out in
the dental or medical clinic, cooking and teaching,
some of those from Beijing were seldom seen or
heard. Among them were Kenneth Ku and Richard

Tin.

It was not until our last night at the School that | got
to meet Kenneth and Richard. It turned out that Ken-
neth and Richard had been secretly interviewing stu-
dents, parents, staff and the villagers to find out how

the Bo Ai School had affected the community there.

Kenneth and Richard had heard a lot of wonder stories

about the Bo Ai School and the good work of Chris-
tine Chan from Juliana but they had their doubts. This
year they decided to come and investigate to find out

for themselves what Bo Ai School was all about.

Kenneth and Richard presented their findings to the
directors of BAF. It is fair to say that the findings were

astounding. This is a summary of their findings :-

I.There were more people getting married in the
nearby villages — Apparently this was because they
felt that the area was served by an excellent ele-
mentary school, the Bo Ai School. The phe-
nomenum is similar to many developed countries
where parents tend to move into school areas
which have the best schools. The people had such
high regard for the Bo Ai School that they wanted
to get married and have a child so that the child
could receive a good education from the Bo Ai

School.

2.The students have learnt to take care of themselves.
They acquired good habits and civil behaviour and
passed what they learnt to their families. They
learnt how to be thankful for what they have and
to spread love to others. Some of the villagers
said that they could easily tell that a child is a Bo
Ai student from the way they behaved. When a
Bo Ai student bought snacks sold on a stick in the
street, they would not throw the stick on the
street after finishing the snacks but would keep it
and discard it in a rubbish bin. They also exhibited

much better manners.

3.What is the type of book that Bo Ai students like to

by Benjamin Chang

read ? Surprisingly, it was not comic books as one
would think. The books favoured by the students
were of the philosophical genres. The students
interviewed enjoyed discussing with Kenneth and

Richard topics such as what life was about..

4.Young teachers who came to the School as young

graduates found that they had learnt a lot and im-
proved themselves after starting work at the
School. They enjoyed their work in the School and
said that working at Bo Ai had ignited their pas-
sion for teaching. While they came to Bo Ai for a
job, now they find themselves greatly attached to

it.

5.Parents learnt about the virtue of honesty. There

was an incident where a parent picked up a wallet
on the street containing about 3,000 Yuan, which
is a lot of money in this part of China. When the
parent took the wallet home, his child told his par-

ent that he must bring it to the authorities as it
was not right to take things that did not belong to
them. They brought the wallet back to the School

and the wallet was returned to the rightful owner.



6.Parents also said that their homes had become cleaner their families and friends. The Bo Ai School has

and they stopped swearing at home. They were very affected the community around it in a significant
happy with the way that the School was being man- way. The change brought about by the School in
aged. the people’s approach to learning, their values

and behaviour and even culture within the

ities i kable. Th
7.The teachers and staff of the School place a lot of em- nearby communities is most remarkable €

phasis on team spirit in their work. They maintain motto of the School is “Never Ending Love &L
close contact with the students’ parents and families. AT LHEL” . This love is thriving in this small
In managing the students’ performance, an approach School in Shanxi and has spilled over to the com-

of encouragement is used rather than punishment. munity around it.

- The directors of
" BAF had always
known that the
School was doing a
" great job but even
they did not real-
ize how much the
School has con-
& tributed to the
overall improve-
d ment to the civil
standards of the
surrounding com-
* munities. The
" study is the first of
| its kind and stands
testimony to the
achievements of
the School. We
are grateful to Kenneth for doing this study. Ken-
neth and Richard were skeptics before the study but

8.The villagers around
the School said that
the villages had be-
come cleaner. Li-
braries were set up
and the spirit of
learning became
stronger. Feng Cun

1B+ (the village right
next to the School)
had become more
prosperous. They
said these were all
brought about by
the School. Other
schools were looking
to Bo Ai School as

their model.

9.We all know that the open exam results of Bo Ai stu-
dents have consistently placed Bo Ai School among
the top schools in Shanxi Province. The advance-
ment in (Kenneth Ku is the China Program Unit Learning
academic achievement can be easily measured. The and Accountability Officer of Oxfam in Beijing. Rich-
average score of the School’s students at the start of ard is a retired architect based in Beijing. )
its operation was in the 30’s. At the end of the aca-
demic year, the average score shot to over 90 and
this has been maintained throughout the past years.
However, Bo Ai School is not just about academic
excellence. Its aim is to spread love among the com-
munity and provide a holistic educa-
tion to the students without regard to
their means or social background so
that they will become model
citizens in the modern world, citizens
who respect and love others and citi-
zens who are alert to their duties as
responsible members of society.

now they are converts.

Before the study of Kenneth and Rich-
ard, we did not know whether and how
Bo Ai had achieved its aims other than
academic excellence. Now, we have
the answer through their efforts. The
study shows that not only have the stu-
dents been learning well on how to be
model citizens, they have also spread
what they learnt from the School to
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Upcoming Events JEE)7RS

We need your support!

sp s2 17 7% 1P !

¥Donation of items for sale

m‘iﬁgﬁgﬁﬁﬁfm‘ *Sales purchase on 19-20 Oct

AR 2t M ki 11 *Sales volunteers for the event

FEH * 9803 0339 Rita / 3188 8000 Vivian

Bo Ai Thanksgiving Dinner 2013

paies 29 NOVRMBET 2013 (iiday)
venue: Weild Tiade CeNe Clib RN Kone

Please mark your calendar
Cost: $500 per person
Dress Code: Smart Casual
Enquiry: Carole Tsang
(hygcarole@yahoo.com.hk)

BO Al MII)DLE SCHOOL-TO OPEN SEPT.WB : [ BO Al ELEMENTARY SCHOOL-OPENED 2005




